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SOUTHBRIDGE — The largest Board 

of Directors in recent memory was elected 

this month, and while there are some 

familiar faces holding officer positions, 

there are also a number of new names in 

key positions in the administration of the 

Southbridge Little League.

The Annual Meeting of the Members 

was held in the community room of the 

Southbridge Police Department on 

Saturday, September 12, to elect the 

members of the Board of Directors for

the 2010 Little League baseball season. 

Roughly 20 names were originally 

nominated, but a couple were withdrawn 

shortly before voting took place. 

Ultimately, the membership was given the 

names of 18 candidates for seats on the 

Board of Directors, which had 11 

members this past season. There was 

unanimous agreement of those in 

attendance to elect the final 18 candidates 

nominated for positions on the Board.

Southbridge Evening News/Shawn Kelley photo

The Comfort Inn Yankees celebrate  winning the inaugural Southbridge Little League 

Championship Series over the SmashmouthSports Giants in Game 3 of the best-of-

three playoff series in June 2007.

It’s only September, but the potential for the 

2010 season has already got me excited.

The Southbridge Little League continues to grow 

and take steps forward, and I would expect more of 

those sort of positives next season.

Unfortunately, the league also takes steps back 

here and there in other ways, and there always 

seems to be some sort of obstacle to overcome. I 

believe this new Board of Directors is a positive step 

forward that will help prevent some of those steps 

backward and that we’ll be better suited to handle 

whatever obstacles may come our way.

The 2009 season, in my opinion, was a difficult 

one because of all the potential left unfulfilled. 

While there were a number of great highlights —

the Major division’s Yankees going 16-0 to win the 

league championship, the opening of the concession 

stand, the first game’s played on the rebuilt Major 

division field, more than 300 players enrolled in the 

league, tournament games being hosted in town, and
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The 2010 Board of 

Directors features eight of 

the 11 members of the 2009 

Board of Directors, whose 

term expired with the 

Annual Meeting of the 

Members on September 12. 

One of those elected has 

previous experience with 

the Board of Directors, 

while the majority are new 

names and faces to the 

league’s leadership.

One week after being 

elected, the members of the 

new Board of Directors met 

on September 19 to elect their 

officers for the 2010 season.

Shaun Moriarty was voted 

back in to the league’s 

presidency, a position he has 

held since the fall of 2006.

Ted Hilli was elected vice 

president, a position he had 

held a couple times in 

previous years.

Carol Lincoln was re-

elected as the league’s 

treasurer , while first-year 

Director Erika Morales was 

elected as the league’s new 

secretary.

Terry Putnam and Melanie 

Tretheway will share the 

position of player agent for the 

2010 season, splitting many 

important duties.

Edwin DeLeon was 

brought back as the league’s 

coaching coordinator and 

rookie Director Eric Lincoln

was named assistant coaching 

coordinator .

First-year Board member 

Kim Ayotte will serve as the 

league’s safety officer in 2010 

while Mike Mahoney takes on 

the newly created role of 

concessions coordinator.

Holding at-large seats on 

the Board of Directors for the 

2010 season  will be Steve 

Brunell, John Calcagni, 

Shinae Farrar, John Keyes, 

Dennis Martinek, Ron 

Mominee, Dennis Tretheway, 

and Nick Wood.

With so many new faces joining the 

Board of Directors, and a handful of 

changes in which individuals hold officer 

positions within the league, we take a 

brief look at the new Board of Directors.

SHAUN MORIARTY

President

With his re-election as president, 

Shaun Moriarty becomes the second-

longest-serving president in the 58-year-

history of the Southbridge Little League. 

Moriarty was first elected to the position 

prior to the 2007 season, and held the title 

for the 2008 and 2009 seasons before 

being elected once more for the 2010 

season. Only Fred Morin served more 

terms as league president, holding the 

position from 1985 through 1989.

Moriarty has served the Board of 

Directors for seven of the last eight 

seasons, coaching in the Major, Junior 

and Senior divisions during that time.

TED HILLI

Vice President

Ted Hilli has served the Board of 

Directors for much of the last several 

years, holding a number of roles and 

positions, including manager, coach, vice 

president, safety officer, and secretary.

Hilli served as interim president during 

the winter of 2007 and into the spring of 

2008 due to a health issue with the league 

president, and has become a familiar 

helping hand for many in the league.

CAROL LINCOLN

Treasurer

While many get involved while their 

children are young in the league, Carol 

Lincoln took on a role as a member of the 

Board of Directors while her son was 

playing in the Senior League as a league 

age 15-year-old this past season.

Lincoln worked to straighten out the 

league’s financial records as treasurer in 

2009, and will serve as treasurer once 

again in 2010 even though her son will 

not be playing ball for the Southbridge 

Little League next summer.

ERIKA MORALES

Secretary

Erika Morales has been an active and 

supportive parent over the last several 

years, and has joined the Board of 

Directors for the 2010 season.

Morales has a son playing in the Major 

division who will also be playing AAU 

baseball next season.

TERRY PUTNAM

Player Agent

Over the last couple decades, Terry 

Putnam has put in about a dozen terms 

on-and-off with the league’s Board of 

Directors, including the last several 

seasons. She has coached and managed in 

the Major division as well as the Junior 

and Big League age groups. One Big 

League team she coached won the state 

championship with an undefeated record 

and went on to play in its version of the 

World Series in Dover, Delaware. Her 

Major division team in 2009, the 

Southbridge Credit Union Cardinals, 

played in the finals of the Southbridge 

Little League Championship Series.

She has held a number of positions 

over the years, including player agent last 

season, and will share the position this 

year with Melanie Tretheway.

MELANIE TRETHEWAY

Player Agent

Melanie Tretheway is in her third year 

as a member of the Southbridge Little 

League Board of Directors, and this year 

will split the duties of player agent with 

Terry Putnam.

Tretheway has a son in the Junior 

League, and served as secretary for the 

Board of Directors in 2008 and 2009.

Tretheway spear-headed the league’s 

very successful Grand Slam raffle ticket 

fund-raiser this past season. As a result of 

the success of the raffle, the league has its 

most significant amount of money to start 

a year in recent memory.

EDWIN DELEON

Coaching Coordinator

Edwin DeLeon has coached in the 

Southbridge Little League for a handful of 

seasons, and is now in his second year
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as a member of the Board of 

Directors.

DeLeon, who has two children in 

the league, managed a AAA team in 

2009 and served as the league’s 

coaching coordinator while also 

serving on a handful of 

subcommittees, including the 

chairman’s position with the 

Equipment Committee.

ERIC LINCOLN

Coaching Coordinator

As far as can be told, Eric Lincoln 

became the youngest individual to 

have ever been elected to the Board 

of Directors when he was named to 

the Board this month. A junior at 

Southbridge High School, Lincoln 

has played baseball for the 

Southbridge Little League, the Paul 

Johnson League, and has played 

varsity baseball at SHS since he was a 

freshman. He is also a member of the 

National Honor Society.

Lincoln has helped coach a couple 

of teams as well as volunteering for 

the league and serving as an umpire, 

will be the assistant coaching 

coordinator for the 2010 season.

KIM AYOTTE

Safety Officer

Kim Ayotte has two boys in the 

league, both of whom played in the 

Minor (Coach Pitch) division. As a 

team parent, she managed to pick up 

a sponsorship from Enrico’sBrick 

Oven Pizzeria in Sturbridge for the 

team her children played on in 2009.

Ayotte will hold the safety officer 

position for the 2010 season and, 

nearly as soon as she was elected to 

the position, was planning out her 

duties. She is a first-year member of 

the Board of Directors.

MIKE MAHONEY

Concessions Coordinator

Mike Mahoney, who served one term 

on the Board of Directors several years 

ago, has returned and will serve as the 

league’s first concessions coordinator.

Mahoney has coached and umpired at 

several levels in the Southbridge Little 

League, as well as coaching and umpiring 

in Worcester. He managed the 2009 

Publick House Historic Inn Yankees to a 

12-0 record during the regular season and 

swept through the Southbridge Little 

League Championship Series, winning the 

league’s championship with a perfect 16-0 

record for the year.

STEVE BRUNELL

Director - at - large

Steve Brunell joins the Board of 

Directors after having managed a Junior 

League team the last two seasons, 

umpiring, and serving as the league’s head 

of umpires in 2009.

Brunell’sJunior League team played 

Sturbridge in the District 5 West season 

championship game after a very strong 

regular season.

JOHN CALCAGNI

Director - at - large

John Calcagni has coached for the last 

several seasons in the league, serving as 

manager of the Knight Chevrolet Royals in 

the AAA division in 2009.

Calcagni is a new member of the Board 

of Directors.

SHINAE FARRAR

Director - at - large

Shinae Farrar is a first-time member of 

the league’s administration after being 

elected to the Board of Directors this 

month.

Farrar has two sons playing in the 

league and her husband has helped out as 

an assistant coach.

JOHN KEYES

Director - at - large

John Keyes is a returning member to the 

Board of Directors, serving as a Director-

at-large for the 2010 season.

Keyes has coached for the last several 

seasons, and this past year had success 

managing the AAA Mets, who were 

sponsored by The Logo Shop, a business 

which he owns and operates on Marcy 

Street in Southbridge.

DENNIS MARTINEK

Director - at - large

Dennis Martinek has been a coach in 

the Southbridge Little League the last 

couple seasons with both his son and 

daughter having played in the league.

Martinek is a first-time member of the 

Board of Directors and is a familiar name 

and face for town politics junkies.

RON MOMINEE

Director - at - large

Having coached the last few years, Ron 

Mominee stepped up to taking a seat on the 

Board of Directors for the 2010 season.

Mominee coached his son in the Minor 

(Coach Pitch) division this past season.

DENNIS TRETHEWAY

Director - at - large

Dennis Tretheway returns for his third 

consecutive season on the Southbridge 

Little League Board of Directors.

Tretheway, who managed the 

Southbridge Credit Union Astros to the 

Southbridge Little League Championship 

Series title in 2008, managed a Junior 

League team in 2009.

Tretheway has held a couple of 

positions during his tenure, and last year 

served as chairman of the Grounds 

Committee while sitting as a member of 

the Equipment Committee and Tournament 

Committee.

NICK WOOD

Director - at - large

Nick Wood is in his first year as a 

member of the Board of Directors.

He has coached his kids, and many 

others, over the years. This past season, 

Wood managed the Northeast Merchant 

Systems Marlins in the AAA division. He 

also secured that team’s sponsorship.

visit www.southbridgelittleleague.com for all of the latest news and updates about your league
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local All Star and tournament teams 

doing their best to make a run for it 

— there were a handful of things that 

left me, as president, disappointed.

After working hard the last couple 

of years to bring back the Big League 

program, we were left a few players 

short and had to send local kids to 

Sturbridge to play in that age 

division.

A myriad of issues and setbacks 

resulted in the league’s new 

concession stand and press box not 

being ready for Opening Day and a 

significant portion of the 2009 season. 

In turn, this resulted in an Opening 

Day — originally planned as a 

festival of achievements and public 

acknowledgements of so many who 

have done so much for the league —

that had no electric power, no public 

address system,  a sliver of the pomp 

and circumstance originally planned, 

and many in attendance unable to hear 

remarks made for Opening Day 

ceremonies and unable to fully hear a 

beautiful rendition of our national anthem.

The league continues to deal with the 

fallout from what has proven to be a poor 

choice in the selection of the league 

photographer for the 2009 season. Parents 

paid good money for photographs and 

merchandise that, several months later, still 

have not been delivered. The league has 

entered into legal proceedings to deal with 

the issue and hopes a positive result will 

come about in the end.

In 2009, the Board of Directors slogged 

on through personality conflicts, political 

games, and members undermining one 

another out of spite. This made meetings 

uncomfortable for those who bothered to 

attend them.

Despite all of that, it is the 

aforementioned achievements and steps 

forward that I hope this new Board of 

Directors can bring forward into the 2010 

season and build upon.

There have been changes in the 

composition of the Board of Directors with 

a large number of new people getting 

involved. The atmosphere in the board 

room already seems to be much more of a 

cooperative and pleasant spirit than before.

Personally, as president, I plan to push 

for a number of player, coach and umpire 

clinics between now and Opening Day 

2010, enabling those interested to learn 

new skills, techniques and the mechanics 

necessary to perform well. I plan to work 

to continue improving communication with 

the parents of the league — through things 

such as this newsletter. The concession 

stand will be finished and problems within 

the existing setup corrected, leading to 

more revenue for the league, which in turn 

helps minimize costs passed on to the 

parents of this league’s players.

The 2010 season is one I hope — and 

believe — will have many more successes 

and achievements, without the needless 

drama that plagued various  aspects of the 

league in 2009. Let’s play ball.

Top left, Southbridge Little League photo

Leonardo Ortega in his wind up at West Street 

Field during a 2008 Senior League All Star Game.
Top center, Sean Sweeney/Southbridge Evening News photo

KodyMurphy drives the ball to the opposite field 

during the 2007 Southbridge Little League 

Championship Series.

Top right, Shawn Kelly/Southbridge Evening News photo

Jake Gallant  delivers a pitch for the Reds in the 

2008 Southbridge Little League Championships.
Bottom left, Sean Sweeney/Southbridge Evening News photo

Cody Peck squares around to bunt during the 

2007 Junior League Championships.
Bottom right, Dave Forbes/Southbridge Evening News photo

Jordan Alvarado leaps off the pitcherõs mound as 

second baseman Matt Higgins comes in after 

recording the final out of the 2006 Junior League 

Championship game.


