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SOUTHBRIDGE ðItôs the bottom of the 

ninth inning in terms of fund-raising, and the 

Cape Cod tournament team is looking to rally 

more donations before heading to Bourne.

Thirteen players from the townôs Junior 

and Senior league divisions will be out at the 

banks, Big Bunny, and the rotary to collect 

whatever they can to help with lodging and 

food costs associated with the ñBattle at the 

Bridgeò tournament on Cape Cod in Bourne.

On Thursday, July 16, the players will hit 

the streets in hopes of making a little bit more 

money. From 3 to 6 p.m., there will be players 

collecting outside both entrances of Savers 

Bank (on the corner of Main and Central 

streets) and outside the Southbridge Credit 

Union (on the corner of Main and Everett 

streets). From 3 to 7 p.m., players will be 

stationed outside the Big Bunny grocery store. 

From 5 to 8 p.m., there will be players down 

by the rotary to collect bottles and cans.
Southbridge coach Steve Brunell

watches on during a game at Keith Field 

in Bourne during last yearõs tournament.

SOUTHBRIDGE ð For many 

in Massachusetts, summer means 

baseball or perhaps a weekend trip 

to Cape Cod. For 13 local kids, this 

summer means a weekend trip to 

the Cape to play baseball.

For the second consecutive year, 

Southbridge has been invited to 

take part in a tournament in Bourne.

SOUTHBRIDGE ð When it comes 

to Little League Baseball, July means 

All Star Tournament time.

This year, the league entered eight 

teams into tournaments, including kids 

from the AAA division all the way 

through the Senior League.

The big tournaments are the Little 

League International tournaments, 

which include the 12-year-old team, 

the Junior League team, and the Senior 

League team.

The 12-year-old team, managed by 

Eddie Torres, struggled offensively 

and found themselves eliminated in the 

double-elimination tournament after 

just two games.

Southbridge lost to Spencer, 7-0, 

and then fell 12-0 to Sturbridge.

SOUTHBRIDGE ð Step 

up to the plate at mini-

Fenway Park and hit a home 

run for a local girl battling 

cancer.

The fifth annual Aislen

CiproWiffle Ball 

Tournament will be held 

Sunday, August 9, at Edgar 

McCann Field on Henry 

Street in Southbridge. The 

tournament, sponsored by 

the Southbridge Little

League, will benefit Aislen

and her family.

Aislen is battling 

neuroblastoma, a cancer of the 

sympathetic nervous system. 

She has been battling the 

disease for most of her young 

life.

This yearôs tournament will 

take place at Edgar McCann 

Field, allowing for use of the 

leagueôs new press box and 

concession stand, while also 

offering numerous locations 

for Wiffle Ball fields.

Teams of kids and adults 

alike have enjoyed the 

tournament over the past few 

years, making it a fun time for 

all who take part in the event.

Registrations will be 

accepted throughout the 

month of July, but spots may 

fill up quickly.

See page four for a 

tournament entry form.
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Players from the 

Southbridge Little 

Leagueôs Junior and 

Senior divisions will 

take part in the 

tournament, which 

features eight teams, 

almost all of whom are 

from Cape Cod.

The players are 

between the ages of 13 

and 15. Several of the 

players took part in the 

tournament last year.

The team is scheduled 

to leave from West 

Street Field in 

Southbridge for their 

motel in Bourne on 

Friday, July 17 at 

12:30 p.m., and will 

return home on 

Sunday, July 19.

Southbridge is 

guaranteed a minimum 

of three scheduled 

games with the 

potential to play up to 

five games, depending 

on the teamôs success

in the first three 

games.

On Friday, the team 

is scheduled to take on 

Harwich at Coady

Field in a 5:30 p.m. 

start. CoadyField is 

the former home of the 

Bourne Braves of the 

Cape Cod League.

On Saturday, 

Southbridge will cross 

to the other side of the 

rotary and play an 

11:30 a.m. game 

against Barnstable at 

historic Keith Field.

On Sunday, the 

team will wrap up its 

slate of guaranteed 

games with an 8:30 

a.m. game at Coady

Field against Bourne.

If the team finishes 

in the top two in its 

four-team pool, it will 

move on to an 11:30 

a.m. playoff game. A 

win there would put 

Southbridge in the

Josh St. Laurent watches from the on-deck circle as Eric 

Lincoln puts a ball in play at CoadyField during the 2008 

Battle at the Bridge tournament in Bourne.

Four Southbridge players lean on the back of the Bourne 

Braves dugout at Doran Field as they watch a Cape Cod 

League game in July 2008.

championship game at 

2:30 p.m.

In addition to 

playing baseball, the 

plan is for the kids to 

watch a little ball. On 

Saturday, July 18, the 

Southbridge kids are 

scheduled to go to 

nearby Doran Field to 

watch the Bourne 

Braves host the 

Orleans Firebirds in 

Cape Cod League 

action. The Cape Cod 

League is widely

considered the top 

amateur baseball 

league in the country, 

and has an All Star list 

of former players. The 

Bourne Braves alumni 

list includes Kevin 

Youkilis and Mark 

Kotsayof the Boston 

Red Sox, Mark Mulder

of the St. Louis 

Cardinals, Conor

Jackson of the Arizona 

Diamondbacks and  

David DeJesusof the 

Kansas City Royals.

Team Roster

Brian Carrington

Oliver Collette

Dalton Corbett

Jake Gallant

Al Gilliard

Jake Grenier

Ryan Harter

D.J. Henn

Ed Krise

Eric Lincoln

KodyMurphy

Andrew Richards

Angel Rosario

Josh St. Laurent

Last yearôs Cape Cod 

tournament team spent 

upward of $2,500 on their 

motel and meals, a figure this 

yearôs team is struggling to 

meet in the current economy.

Each player this year paid 

$33 to take part in the 

tournament, with the

expectation that each would also 

take part in fund-raising efforts 

to raise the rest of the money 

needed for two nights in a Cape 

Cod motel as well as all of the 

meals during the stay.

The players have had a 

couple of collection days earlier 

in the month and have done 

other odd jobs, including some 

umpiring, to help pay down the 

costs associated with the 

tournament.

Savers Bank came through 

with a nice donation to help out 

the kids, as they did last year.

Several players and their 

parents have donated their own 

money beyond the $33 fee to 

help out the fund-raising effort.

All donations, small and 

large, are greatly appreciated.

Date Time Opponent Field

July 17 5:30 p.m. at Harwich CoadyField

July 18 11:30 a.m. at Barnstable Keith Field

July 19 8:30 a.m. vs. Bourne CoadyField

July 19 11:30 a.m. PlayoffGame TBD

July 19 2:30 p.m. Championship Keith Field
KodyMurphy delivers a pitch in 2008.
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The Junior League team 

performed better than any of 

the other tournament teams. 

The squad of 13 and 14 year 

old players were just a couple 

wins away from playing for 

the District 5 crown.

The team opened with a 

convincing 11-4 win over 

Douglas at Soldier Field in 

Douglas on June 28. Two 

days later, on June 30, 

Southbridge returned home to 

the friendly confines of West 

Street Field and ð thanks in 

large part to a strong 

performance offensively and 

on the mound by Brian 

Carrington ð narrowly 

defeated Grafton, 3-2.

Southbridgeôs fortunes 

changed on July 5 in Auburn, 

with a handful of players 

away for the Independence

Day holiday weekend.
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The Southbridge Junior League All Star team huddles at Soldier Field in 

Douglas.

Josh St. Laurent, the 

teamôs ace, kept Southbridge 

in the game, but left with his 

team trailing late in the 

contest after hitting his pitch 

count limit. Auburn greeted 

the bullpen with a barrage of 

hits and runs, and ultimately 

won the game 13-2, sending 

Southbridge into the losersô 

bracket.

The Junior League team 

returned home on July 7 and 

took on Dudley at West Street 

Field, but was unable to come 

away with the victory,

suffering a 9-6 loss.

The Senior League All Star 

team struggled offensively 

throughout their tournament. 

In addition to an anemic 

offense, their first game of the 

All Star tournament was a 

tough pill to swallow as the 

defense threw the ball around 

and stumbled its way into a 

10-0 loss at home to the hands 

of Douglas.

With left-hander Angel 

Rosario on the mound on July 

10, facing elimination, 

Southbridge was again at 

home, this time taking on 

Charlton. The Charlton Senior 

League team came out 

aggressive early, and scored 

two runs. Southbridge would 

threaten in the sixth inning, 

but left the tying and go-ahead 

runs in scoring position en 

route to a 2-1 loss.

ShinaeFarrar photo

SOUTHBRIDGE ð The 

Southbridge Little League 

Board of Directors will next 

meet on Monday, July 20, at 7 

p.m. in the press box at Henry 

Street Field.

Agenda items will include 

updates on the All Star and 

tournament teams, the awards 

banquet, and more.

All board meetings are open 

meetings that any player, 

parent, coach, umpire, 

volunteer, or otherwise 

interested party may attend and 

voice their opinions.

SOUTHBRIDGE ð Was there a coach, volunteer, or 

umpire that stood out in a class above the rest?

Was there a team that did something nobody else had 

been able to do? Was there a player who excelled on the 

field unlike any of his teammates and fellow little leaguers?

If so, let us know and maybe theyôll be enshrined in the 

Southbridge Little League Hall of Fame.

The leagueôs Hall of Fame was founded in 2008, with 

long-time umpire and official Ray LeBel being the lone 

member of the inaugural induction class.

We are now looking for who will be inducted into the 

class of 2009, and would like your help.

Please e-mail president@southbridgelittleleague.com

with your nomination, or send a letter to:

Hall of Fame Committee

c/o Southbridge Little League

P.O. Box 838

Southbridge, MA 01550

Include why you feel your nomination should be 

inducted. Nominations can be short and sweet, or you can 

write a letter to lobby for your nomination. All nominations 

must be received by August 3, 2009.
. .




