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SOUTHBRIDGE — Time is running out 

to register for the 2010 Little League season.

At the time of publication of this month’s 

newsletter, there are just three — yes, just 

three — player registration dates remaining.

Those registration periods are scheduled:

•Saturday, Jan.16, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

•Monday, Jan. 25, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

•Saturday, Feb. 6, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

All of the player registrations will be held 

in the community room of the Southbridge 

Police Department.

The final two pages of this newsletter 

contain the 2010 player registration packet. 

You can print it off, fill it out, and bring it to 

registration or mail it to the Southbridge Little 

League at P.O. Box 838 in Southbridge.

SOUTHBRIDGE — “Why are 

sign-ups so early this year?”

This is a question a handful of 

board members have reported 

hearing in recent weeks, and a 

question that certainly deserves an 

answer. The fact of the matter is, 

this year’s player registrations are 

really no earlier than last year’s.

The Southbridge Little League 

held three player registration dates 

before Christmas 2008 for the 

2009 season, and wrapped up its 

sign-up dates with the final player

SOUTHBRIDGE — With player 

registrations already underway, the 

league is in search of managers and 

coaches for the upcoming season too.

The Southbridge Little League is 

anticipating roughly 26 teams for the 

2010 season. The expectation is for 

four Tee Ball teams, four or five Minor 

Division (coach pitch) teams, five AA 

teams, five AAA teams, five Major 

Division teams, two or three Junior 

League teams, and one Senior League 

team. There is an outside shot of 

having two Senior League teams 

and/or one Big League team, and the 

number of Tee Ball teams is extremely 

difficult to forecast on an annual basis.

Little League International 

mandates that no manager or coach is 

given tenure, meaning that every single 

manager and coach position is up for 

grabs every single season with no 

guarantee that any given manager or 

coach will be brought back by the 

league year-to-year.

The Southbridge Little League will 

be appointing managers for the 2010

WEBSTER — This 

summer, local All Star players 

will get more time on the field 

and play more opponents than 

in years past.

Massachusetts District 5 

Administrator Dave 

Obuchowski has led the charge 

to implement a new format for 

district play in the official 

Williamsport All Star 

tournaments for 12-year-olds, 

the Junior League, and Senior 

League.

In the past, the district went 

with a double-elimination 

format in which no team was 

guaranteed more than two 

games in the tournament. 

Match-ups were drawn at 

random by area and a loss in 

the first game put a team in a 

very deep hole to try and climb

SOUTHBRIDGE — Though the 

national and global economy is 

noticeably better than this time last year, 

we know times are still pretty tough and 

every dollar out of your pocket is another 

dollar that could be spent elsewhere.

The cost of living rises annually, and 

so too does the cost of running the 

Southbridge Little League. Despite all 

this, your Southbridge Little League 

largely kept registration fees at the same 

rate as the 2009 season, and some groups 

even saw a per player reduction. We also 

continue to offer a discount on multiple 

children from a single family and a $200 

per family cap, regardless of the number 

of kids suiting up to play ball in 2010.

Additionally, the Southbridge Little 

League continues to offer some of the
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lowest registration rates around. An 

unscientific survey of leagues across 

Massachusetts District 5, the district 

which we are a member of, shows that the 

Southbridge Little League’s registration 

fees are below the average fees in every 

age group and level of play from Tee Ball 

through the Major division. We are 

slightly above average in the Junior and 

Senior League age groups, but the 

difference there is smaller than the cost 

savings elsewhere.

In the Tee Ball age group, for 

example, the average cost across the 

district — according to our survey — is 

$57.86, a significant jump up from the 

$40 the Southbridge Little League 

charges for the same level of play.

For the 6- and 7-year-old kids playing 

in Minor Division, there is the most 

significant differential. While we charge 

$40, the same rate we charge for Tee Ball, 

the average cost for kids in that age group 

across the district is $63.57 — that’s 

nearly a $25 difference!

The gap narrows a little in our new AA 

division, which is geared for the better 7-

year-olds and all of the 8-year-olds. Kids 

in that same age group across the district 

are charged $66.43 while in Southbridge 

it’s a $50 registration fee.

In AAA, it is a $20 difference as the 

average is $80 and we charge $60.

In the Major division, the original 

Little League division, the Southbridge 

Little League charges $65 to play ball 

while the average league in District 5 

charges $81.43. That’s a difference of 

$16.43 for your 11- or 12-year-old child.

In addition to the fact that the 

Southbridge Little League is — across the 

board — a cheaper service than its 

counterparts across the district, we are 

also one of the very few leagues in the 

state who allow its players to keep their 

uniforms each and every single year, 

replacing them with new ones the 

following spring.

The one place where we come in 

higher than the average is in the teenage 

divisions where we charge $115 to play 

ball while the district average is $100.72.

registration date held on 

Saturday, February 7, 2009. 

This year, the league had just 

one player registration date 

before Christmas 2009 for the 

2010 season, and our final 

player registration date is 

scheduled for Saturday, 

February 6 — just one day 

earlier than last year.

The fact of the matter is, the 

Southbridge Little League’s 

player registration dates are 

almost identical to last season 

and are quite consistent with 

the sign-up dates of the last 

few seasons.

Believe it or not, the 

Southbridge Little League is 

also on par — if not more 

lenient — than most of the 

other leagues in District 5, 

which is made up of 

surrounding communities.

A look at the Web sites of 

the leagues around us reveals 

that the Southbridge Little 

League’s final player 

registration date is one of the 

latest of any league out in 

Massachusetts District 5. In 

fact, the Shrewsbury Little 

League had its registrations for 

the 2010 season closed well 

before Christmas!

In Charlton, the final player 

registration date has already 

passed: Saturday, January 9. 

The Charlton Little League’s 

Web site also offers a stern 

warning that anyone not signed 

up by the end of the month will 

be put on a waiting list “and 

may not be eligible for the 

season.”

Both Leicester and Oxford 

have their final player 

registration dates scheduled for 

Saturday, January 16. The 

Oxford Little League is highly 

regarded around District 5 as 

one of the most well-run 

leagues and one that other 

leagues often try to emulate.

The Spencer Little 

League’s last player sign-up 

date is slated for Thursday, 

January 28.

Right next door to us is 

Dudley, which shares a 

common final player 

registration date of Saturday, 

February 6. The Millbury 

Little League also has its final 

player registration scheduled 

for February 6.

The reason Southbridge is 

not alone in having player 

registration dates wrapping up 

before mom and dad head out 

for a Valentine’s Day dinner is 

the incredible amount of work 

that needs to be done between 

player registrations and 

Opening Day. The months 

leading up to the first pitch of 

the year are the busiest for the 

league administration as it 

conducts player registrations, 

schedules and holds player 

evaluation (a.k.a. try-outs) 

dates, solicits and appoints 

managers for all of the teams, 

put together an umpiring crew, 

provide hard numbers to 

vendors for accurate quotes on 

equipment such as uniforms, 

draft teams and establish 

rosters, and order uniforms so 

that they will arrive prior to 

Opening Day. There was a 

time in the Southbridge Little 

League that registrations were 

held later in the season, which 

resulted in uniforms being 

handed out 20 minutes before 

the big Opening Day parade, 

forcing kids to get changed in 

the car or behind a dumpster in 

the middle school parking lot. 

It also left no time for 

corrections to be made in the 

event of any problems and 

errors with the uniforms.

One problem that was 

encountered last season with 

uniforms were sizes that were 

too big or too small for some 

players, and it was discovered 

that almost all of those 

problems were the result of 

players who registered during 

player try-outs (or failed to 

mark down a uniform size on 

their registration form). When 

players are registered during 

the player evaluation/try-out 

dates, the league has begun the 

process of putting together the 

orders for uniforms to allow 

the six-to-eight weeks for the 

order to be processed and then 

for the uniforms to be printed 

and shipped. Then, the league 

gets the uniforms out to the 

managers, coaches, parents, 

and players across the league.

While it may seem early to 

some for baseball sign-ups, the 

clock is ticking against us.
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out of.

The new format, however, 

will guarantee more games for 

all of the teams through a pool 

play format. In the Little 

League tournament, the 12-

year-old tournament, most 

teams will be guaranteed three 

games and five teams will be 

lucky enough to be guaranteed 

four games due to an odd 

number of tournament teams in 

the pool. The district typically 

has 17 tournament teams in the 

12-year-old brackets, which 

will mean three four-team 

pools and one five-team pool 

for a total of four pools of 

teams.

“Placing of teams in the 

four pools will be done by luck 

of the draw,” Obuchowski

stated in an e-mail to league 

officials across Massachusetts 

District 5. “The district will set 

sites and game times.”

The pool play games will 

begin on Tuesday, June 29 —

almost one week earlier than 

the double-elimination 

tournaments used to begin in 

here in District 5. The pool 

play portion of the tournament 

is scheduled to run through 

Friday, July 9.

Obuchowski’s plan calls for 

the top two teams in each of 

the four pools — a total of 

eight teams — to advance into 

a single-elimination 

tournament that will eventually 

determine which team wins the 

District 5 championship. The 

winner of the district moves on 

in the tournament with hopes 

of making it all the way to the 

Little League World Series in 

Williamsport, Pennsylvania.

The single-elimination 

tournament is scheduled to 

begin on Monday, July 12. The 

semi-finals would be played 

Wednesday, July 14, and the 

district championship game is 

slated for Friday, July 16.

A similar set-up would be 

employed in the Junior and 

Senior League age groups. The 

number of teams in each 

tournament varies from year to 

year so no schedule has been 

made available as of yet, but 

they too will follow the pool 

play format followed by a 

single-elimination format to 

guarantee more games for all.

season on Saturday, 

February 20 during the 

Board of Directors 

meeting, scheduled for 9 

a.m. in the community 

room of the Southbridge 

Police Department. All 

interested individuals 

must fill out a volunteer 

application which 

requires the league to 

conduct a CORI check 

on all potential 

volunteers in order to 

protect the roughly 300 

players in the 

Southbridge Little 

League.

The manager of each 

team is the head coach, 

the head honcho, the one 

who is ultimately in 

charge and responsible 

for his or her team. The 

coaches are the assistant 

coaches that help the 

manager run practices, 

run the team during the 

games, and other tasks as 

necessary. Both 

managers and coaches 

need to be dedicated 

individuals who care 

about every boy and girl 

on the team.

In an attempt to help 

new managers and 

coaches, as well as help 

refine the skills of 

veteran managers and 

coaches, the Southbridge 

Little League is taking a 

number of steps for the 

2010 season to help 

prepare and guide these 

leaders. A small group of 

dedicated and educated 

volunteers are revising 

and tweaking a planned 

baseball curriculum that 

will present guidelines 

and expectations as to 

what the players should 

learn in each division 

and age group, as well as 

offering tips for planning 

practices and various 

drills and exercises to 

utilize throughout the 

year.

The league has also 

made arrangements with 

Extra Innings in on 

Southbridge Street in 

Auburn for 20 

individuals to take part in 

a coaching clinic led, in 

part, by the coaching 

staff of the Keene State 

College baseball team. 

The clinic is scheduled 

for March 1 from 7 to 9 

p.m., and the league has 

reserved 20 spots for its 

managers and coaches, 

paying for half the per-

person $40 fee. Each 

manager that attends will 

need to pay $20 to cover 

the remainder of the cost. 

This subsidized clinic 

will be offered first to 

managers and then, if 

any spots remain, to 

assistant coaches.

If you want to 

become a manager or 

coach in the Southbridge 

Little League for the 

2010 season, contact a 

member of the league’s 

Board of Directors as 

soon as possible, or ask 

for more information 

when registering your 

child to play ball.

The Little League 

manager and coach 

must be leaders. All 

must recognize that 

they hold a position of 

responsibility and 

trust in a program that 

deals with a formative 

period of a child’s 

development. 

It is required that 

the manager and 

coach have patience, 

understanding and the 

capacity to work with 

children.

Above all else, 

managers and coaches 

must realize that they 

are helping to shape 

the development of 

young people.

The Little League 

manager must be 

something more than 

just a teacher. 

Knowledge of the 

game is essential but it 

is not the only badge 

of a Little League 

coach or manager.

While an adult 

with training and 

background in the 

game is a desirable 

candidate for manager 

or coach, leagues 

should look for other 

important qualities.

The coach and 

player share a 

common interest in 

the game of baseball, 

a desire to excel, and 

the drive to win.

Coaches must be 

sensitive to the 

limitations of kids. It 

has been stated many 

times that the program 

of Little League can 

only be as good as the 

quality of leadership 

in the managing and 

coaching personnel.

Who is responsible 

for the conduct of the 

manager and coach? 

First and foremost, it 

is the manager or 

coach themselves.

Each of us in Little 

League must take 

responsibility for our 

own actions.



Southbridge Little League NewsletterPAGE 4 January 2010

The Southbridge Little 

League is a non-profit 

organization that has served 

thousands and thousands of 

boys and girls in Southbridge 

— and, at times, from nearby 

towns — since it was founded 

in 1951 by Jake Edwards, the 

league’s first president and 

man the town’s library is 

named after.

In order to provide youth 

baseball to kids from Tee Ball 

all the way up through 

teenagers in high school, we 

need thousands and thousands 

of dollars each and every year 

for equipment, uniforms, 

maintenance, insurance, and 

all of the other costs related to 

running the league.

No league official takes a 

salary, stipend or any sort of 

compensation, but rather so 

many people devote and 

volunteer countless hours —

especially the Board of 

Directors and the coaches who 

schedule practices, run 

practices and games, make 

hundreds of phone calls 

through the year, and do so 

much more.

In order to make this 

happen, the Southbridge Little 

League is completely and 

totally reliant on nominal 

player registration fees make 

up less than half of the funds 

necessary on an annual basis.

The Southbridge Little 

League needs the help of area 

businesses and sponsors to 

bring baseball to the kids of 

this community. They learn the 

game of baseball, they learn 

how to work in a team, they 

learn how to win, they learn 

how to lose, they learn how to 

respect others, and they learn 

so many other life lessons 

through a game they — and we 

— enjoy so very much.

The Southbridge Little 

League values its sponsors a 

great deal and  is always in 

need of a helping hand to 

provide the best experience 

possible to the kids who grab 

their mitts, toss on their 

uniform and cap, and head to 

West Street Field of Edgar 

McCann Field on Henry Street 

to step in the batters box and 

take the pitchers mound.

By sponsoring a team, 

purchasing an outfield sign, or 

just making a simple donation 

of any amount, you can help us 

with our mission.

Sponsors get recognition 

from jerseys and caps, signs, 

our monthly newsletter, and 

much more, including a 

presence on our Web site —

southbridgelittleleague.com.

For more information on 

how to help out with a 

donation or sponsorship, visit 

our Web site or see a director.



PLAYER NAME

BIRTH
CERTIFICATE YES NO

MEDICAL
RELEASE YES NO

PAYMENT INFORMATION

OFFICIAL LEAGUE USE ONLY

PROOF OF 
RESIDENCE YES NO

Acceptable proofs of residence:/ƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΤ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΤ 
welfare/child care record; federal record; state record; municipal record; financial record; 
support payment record; homeowner/tenant record; insurance document; utility bill

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

BIRTHDAY SHIRT SIZE PANTS SIZE

PARENT #1 PARENT #2

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE

E-MAIL E-MAIL

1. I/We, the parents/guardians of the above-named candidate for a position on a Southbridge Little League team, hereby give my/our approval to participate 
in any and all Little League activities, including transportation to and from the activities.

2. I/We know that participation in baseball may result in serious injuries and protective equipment does not prevent all injuries to players, and do hereby 
waive, release, absolve, indemnify, and agree to hold harmless the Southbridge Little League, Little League Baseball, Incorporated, the organizers, sponsors, 
supervisors, participants, and persons transporting my/our child to and from activities from any claim arising out of any injury to my/our child whether the 
result of negligence or for any other cause.

3. I/We agree that our child may be required to take part in a player evaluation program to be placed on a team in an appropriate division.
4. I/We agree to provide proof of legal residence (as defined by Little League Baseball, Incorporated) and age. I/We understand that our child must be eligible 

under the residence and age regulations of Little League Baseball, Incorporated, to participate in the Southbridge Little League, and that if any controversy 
arises regarding residence and/or age, the decision of the Charter Committee in Williamsport shall be final and binding. I/We further understand that if any 
participant on a Little League team does not qualify for participation in the league based on residence (as defined by Little League Baseball, Incorporated) 
and/or age, such participant and/or team on which (s)he participates to be found ineligible, and forfeit(s) and/or suspension of Tournament privileges may 
be decreed by action of the Charter Committee or Tournament Committee.

5. I/We will furnish a certified birth certificate of the above-named candidate to League Officials.

SIGNATURE DATE

Date Range Age Date Range Age

May 1, 2004-April 30, 2005 5 May 1, 2003-April 30, 2004 6

May 1, 2002-April 30, 2003 7 May 1, 2001-April 30, 2002 8

May 1, 2000-April 30, 2001 9 May 1, 1999-April 30, 2000 10

May 1, 1998-April 30, 1999 11 May 1, 1997-April 30, 1998 12

May 1, 1996-April 30, 1997 13 May 1, 1995-April 30, 1996 14

May 1, 1994-April 30, 1995 15 May 1, 1993-April 30, 1994 16

May 1, 1992-April 30, 1993 17 May 1, 1991-April 30, 1992 18

Tee Ball $40

Minor Division $40

AA Division $50

AAA Division $60

Major Division $65

Junior League $115

Senior League $115

Big League $125

DATES TO KNOW:
April 24: Opening Day

southbridgelittleleague.com
Check us out at
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