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Happy Holidays from the Southbridge Little League

SOUTHBRIDGE — Next month, once the 

Christmas presents have all been unwrapped 

and the ball has dropped on 2009 in Times 

Square, it will be 2010 and time to sign-up to 

play baseball in the spring.

Player registrations for the 2010 season are 

scheduled for the first five weeks of the new 

year. Sign-ups will be held Thursday, January 

7 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Saturday, January 

16 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday, January 

25 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., and Saturday, 

February 6 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. All sign-up 

dates will be held in the community room of 

the Southbridge Police Department.

Space permitting, registrants who have not 

signed-up by the close of the February 6 date 

will be subject to a $20 late fee. If rosters for 

divisions are full once the February 6 sign-up 

date has come and gone, late registrants can 

be placed on a waiting list in the event a 

registered player quits, is injured, or moves.

SOUTHBRIDGE — When you 

come down to the police station 

next month to register your son or 

daughter to play Little League 

baseball, you can now bring your 

credit card instead of a check book 

or that hard-earned cash.

The Southbridge Little League 

will, for the first time, offer a credit 

card option when it comes time to 

paying the registration fees.

The credit card service will be 

offered through Northeast Merchant 

Systems, a local business based on 

New Boston Road in Sturbridge.

The company, which sponsored one 

of our teams last year, also provides 

credit card services for the 

Tantasqua Pop Warner youth 

football program in Sturbridge.

SOUTHBRIDGE — As we still 

wait on the photographer’s latest round 

of unfulfilled promises to offer refunds 

to everyone who ordered merchandise 

this season, and digital copies of all of 

the pictures he and his crew took, the 

police are investigating the matter.

Police and league president Shaun 

Moriarty have discussed the issue a 

number of times, and photographer 

Tom O’Connell has been contacted by 

police in the last couple months.

O’Connell continually insists there 

was no intentional wrong-doing on his 

part, but claims that his personal life 

was hit by unforeseen circumstances, 

which has led us to coming up on 

Christmas and the new year with all of 

us still waiting for baseball pictures.

WILLIAMSPORT, Penn. — For 

decades, Little League International 

has strived to make Little League 

Baseball a safe and enjoyable 

experience for all of its players and 

volunteers.

Each year, the Little League 

International Rules and Charter 

Committees, and members of the 

Little League International 

Operations Division collect a wide 

assortment of opinions and input 

regarding the rules and regulations 

that govern its programs.

Below is a synopsis of the 

significant changes to the regular 

season playing rules and 

regulations for 2010 in the 

divisions noted. Also included are 

modifications to the 2010 

Tournament Rules and Guidelines, 

as well as additions regarding 

safety and other points of note.

The exact wording of the Rules 

and Regulations noted will be 

provided soon. It is expected that 

rule books will soon be available.

Some of the updates of interest:

• Added language making it clear 

that when a 12-year-old player is 

found to be ineligible for Junior 

League under Regulation IV (a), 

that player and/or their team are 

subject to removal from the
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The Southbridge Little 

League’s player registration 

rates are the lowest in the 

immediate area.

Fees start at $40 for Tee 

Ball and Minor Division 

players, and run up to $125 

for the 17-and-18-year-old 

kids playing Big League.

The league offers a per 

family cap of $200 so that 

no family has to be over-

burdened just because they 

have multiple children, at 

any age level, who want to 

play baseball.

There is also a $10 

discount on any additional 

child who signs up from one 

family. This means that if 

you have two kids, one in 

AAA and the other in Minor 

Division, you would pay a 

total of $90 instead of $100 

because of this second child 

discount. If a family has a 

Major division player, 

another in AA, and a third 

in Tee Ball, they would pay 

$135 instead of $155.

The league’s Web site 

(southbridgelittleleague.com) 

has a page dedicated to the 

player  registration process 

and includes notes about the 

other leagues in District 5 

and how their registration 

rates compare to ours.

The final two pages of 

this month’s newsletter has 

a copy of the registration 

form that you can print off 

and fill out before coming 

to a registration date, or 

even mail it in to:

Southbridge Little League

P.O. Box 838

Southbridge, MA 01550

Mailed registrations 

should be postmarked by 

February 1.

Division Fee

Tee Ball $40

Minor Division $40

AA Division $50

AAA Division $60

Major Division $65

Junior League $115

Senior League $115

Big League $125

There will be no fee passed 

on to those who choose to use 

the credit card option, 

however, the league will 

require that anyone paying 

with a credit card must pay the 

balance of the registration fee 

in full. No down payments or 

partial payments will be 

allowed with a credit card.

Credit cards will be swiped 

at player registrations and a 

receipt will be given to those 

who use the credit card option. 

Northeast Merchant Systems 

has assured the Southbridge 

Little League that it will take 

the standard steps to ensure all 

credit card transactions are 

safe and secure to protect both 

yourself and the league.

The Southbridge Little 

League urges anyone 

considering the use of a credit 

card to pay for their children’s 

registration costs to pay their 

credit card bill on time to 

avoid any late fees the credit 

card company may assess, and 

to avoid paying interest on the 

registration fee through the 

credit card company. This is an 

option designed to help those 

responsible individuals who 

may, for any given reason, are 

more comfortable paying their 

registration fees with their 

credit card.

By David Jacobson

Positive Coaching Alliance

Little League International

One of the best ways to 

teach your players life lessons 

while striving to win — the 

two goals of a Little League 

Double-Goal Coach® — is to 

get them to ask questions. 

Many players are reluctant to 

do so, often because they fear 

admitting to a gap in 

knowledge will cost them 

playing time, or because they 

are embarrassed to speak up in 

front of their peers.

But encouraging them to 

ask questions can meet many 

needs for players and coaches 

alike. First and foremost, it is 

important for players’ current 

and future well-being that they 

learn how to express 

themselves and understand that 

asking questions is often the 

only way to get the 

information necessary to 

succeed on and off the field.

Also, chances are that if 

one player has questions about 

a skill or drill, so do other 

players. Therefore, getting that 

one player to ask a question 

may elicit the information that 

all the players need in order to 

improve.

Players often speak the 

language of their peers in a 

way that a coach cannot. For 

example, if you are used to 

saying, “Don’t step in the 

bucket,” and a player asks, 

“Coach, does that mean step 

straight toward the pitcher?” 

more of your players are likely 

to pick up on the message.

Once you get one player to 

break the ice, and when you 

thank and praise that player for 

speaking up, other players will 

follow with their own 

questions. So, the next time 

you finish explaining a drill 

and ask, “Any questions?” 

don’t take no for an answer!

SITUATION 1: Runner on first base, two strikes on the batter, who swings at the pitch which hits 

him/her. Is the batter out?

SITUATION 2: Runner going from second to third base falls over the shortstop that was standing in the 

base line fielding a batted ball. The third baseman tags the runner with the ball. Is the runner out?
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Police have indicated 

criminal charges could be filed 

against O’Connell regarding 

the photograph problems 

unless he is able to resolve the 

matter with the league and 

those who ordered various 

types of merchandise this past 

spring.

“The parents have been 

very patient and largely 

understanding throughout this 

unfortunate matter,” said 

Moriarty. “The league has 

taken a lot of steps to try and 

get this thing taken care of, by 

our own contact with the 

photographer, parental and 

coach contact with the 

photographer, using the media, 

working with an attorney, and 

currently working with legal 

authorities to try and get 

everything resolved so we can 

put this whole ugly thing 

behind us.”

O’Connell lives and works 

out of northeastern 

Connecticut and entered into a 

contract with the league late 

last winter to serve as the 

official photographer for the 

2009 season. A few 

photographers presented bids 

and quotes for service to last 

year’s Board of Directors. Two 

photographers, including 

O’Connell, gave in-person 

presentations while a third 

vendor submitted a written bid. 

The Board of Directors opted 

to go with O’Connell after 

weighing the options with only 

one member casting a 

dissenting vote.

“Obviously the way 

everything unfolded with the 

pictures, we’ve learned that 

using the photographer we 

used was a huge mistake, and 

it’s something this new Board 

of Directors has to learn from 

going forward,” said Moriarty.

The Southbridge Little 

League will not be offering 

much in the way of specifics 

on the police investigation 

until they’ve done whatever is 

it that they need to do on their 

end and, hopefully, the matter 

has been finally resolved in 

one way or another.

International Tournament by 

action of the Tournament 

Committee.

• Added language making it 

clear that a resumed game or 

contest decided by forfeit does 

not constitute a “game” for the 

purpose of this regulation, 

unless one completed inning 

was played before the game 

ended or the game was 

forfeited.

• Added language making it 

clear that alcohol is prohibited 

at the game site.

• Added language making it 

clear that any bat that has been 

altered must be removed from 

play.

• Added language making it 

clear that casts may not be 

worn by players and umpires 

during the game, and that 

persons wearing casts, 

including managers and 

coaches, must remain in the 

dugout during the game.

• Standardized the limits on the 

size of fielders’ gloves.

• Added language making it 

clear that a balk or illegal 

pitch, whether or not a pitch is 

actually delivered to a batter, 

counts as a pitch in 

determining the pitch count for 

that pitcher.

• Added language making it 

clear defensive substitutions 

must be made while the team 

is on defense, and offensive 

substitutions must be made at 

the time the offensive player 

has their turn at bat or is on 

base.

• Minors may serve as coach 

or umpire under specific and 

limited circumstances as noted 

in various rules. A coach who 

is 16 or 17 may only serve as a 

coach if the adult manager and 

another adult coach are 

appointed. A person who is not 

an adult (no age limit) may 

serve in a game as an umpire, 

including as plate umpire, 

provided one or more other 

adults are also umpires for that 

game. However, that non-adult 

umpire cannot be designated as 

umpire-in-chief for that game. 

The umpire-in-chief is not 

required to be the plate umpire.

SITUATION 1: YES, the batter is out. The hands are not part of the bat. Rule 2.00-STRIKE (e) and 

6.05(e) state that it’s a swinging strike three, the ball is dead, and the runner on first stays on first.

SITUATION 2: YES, the runner is out. Rule 7.08(b) and 7.09(1) states that the base runner must give 

ground to a defensive player who is making a play on a batted ball. The runner is out whether it is 

deemed intentional or not intentional.

WILLIAMSPORT, Penn. — Earlier this year, 

Little League International entered the world of 

“social media” with the creation of Twitter and 

Facebook pages. Recently, specialty Facebook and 

Twitter pages were created for Little League 

Softball, the Little League Urban Initiative, the 

Challenger Division, the Teenage baseball 

divisions, and the Peter J. McGovern Little League 

Museum.

All the Facebook pages are completely 

interactive and each page welcomes fan comments, 

suggestions, and discussions.

The Southbridge Little League has followed suit 

with the creation of its own Facebook page that is 

also interactive where you can comment, post 

pictures, offer suggestions, as well as take part in 

discussions.

Little League International photo



PLAYER NAME

BIRTH
CERTIFICATE YES NO

MEDICAL
RELEASE YES NO

PAYMENT INFORMATION

OFFICIAL LEAGUE USE ONLY

PROOF OF 
RESIDENCE YES NO

Acceptable proofs of residence:/ƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΤ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΤ 
welfare/child care record; federal record; state record; municipal record; financial record; 
support payment record; homeowner/tenant record; insurance document; utility bill

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

BIRTHDAY SHIRT SIZE PANTS SIZE

PARENT #1 PARENT #2

TELEPHONE TELEPHONE

E-MAIL E-MAIL

1. I/We, the parents/guardians of the above-named candidate for a position on a Southbridge Little League team, hereby give my/our approval to participate 
in any and all Little League activities, including transportation to and from the activities.

2. I/We know that participation in baseball may result in serious injuries and protective equipment does not prevent all injuries to players, and do hereby 
waive, release, absolve, indemnify, and agree to hold harmless the Southbridge Little League, Little League Baseball, Incorporated, the organizers, sponsors, 
supervisors, participants, and persons transporting my/our child to and from activities from any claim arising out of any injury to my/our child whether the 
result of negligence or for any other cause.

3. I/We agree that our child may be required to take part in a player evaluation program to be placed on a team in an appropriate division.
4. I/We agree to provide proof of legal residence (as defined by Little League Baseball, Incorporated) and age. I/We understand that our child must be eligible 

under the residence and age regulations of Little League Baseball, Incorporated, to participate in the Southbridge Little League, and that if any controversy 
arises regarding residence and/or age, the decision of the Charter Committee in Williamsport shall be final and binding. I/We further understand that if any 
participant on a Little League team does not qualify for participation in the league based on residence (as defined by Little League Baseball, Incorporated) 
and/or age, such participant and/or team on which (s)he participates to be found ineligible, and forfeit(s) and/or suspension of Tournament privileges may 
be decreed by action of the Charter Committee or Tournament Committee.

5. I/We will furnish a certified birth certificate of the above-named candidate to League Officials.

SIGNATURE DATE

Date Range Age Date Range Age

May 1, 2004-April 30, 2005 5 May 1, 2003-April 30, 2004 6

May 1, 2002-April 30, 2003 7 May 1, 2001-April 30, 2002 8

May 1, 2000-April 30, 2001 9 May 1, 1999-April 30, 2000 10

May 1, 1998-April 30, 1999 11 May 1, 1997-April 30, 1998 12

May 1, 1996-April 30, 1997 13 May 1, 1995-April 30, 1996 14

May 1, 1994-April 30, 1995 15 May 1, 1993-April 30, 1994 16

May 1, 1992-April 30, 1993 17 May 1, 1991-April 30, 1992 18

Tee Ball $40

Minor Division $40

AA Division $50

AAA Division $60

Major Division $65

Junior League $115

Senior League $115

Big League $125

DATES TO KNOW:
April 24: Opening Day

southbridgelittleleague.com
Check us out at
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