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SOUTHBRIDGE —He’s been told thank you, he’s been 

given applause, he’s received awards and trophies, his name 

has been touted in newspaper ink, but Cliff Muldoon says his 

induction into the Southbridge Little League Hall of Fame is 

“the icing on the cake.”

The 96-year-old Muldoon is the lone member of this 

year’s induction class, making him only the second individual 

to be elected into the local league’s Hall of Fame.

Muldoon was the unanimous selection of the league’s Hall 

of Fame Committee. He was one of five candidates 

nominated by letters sent to the league’s post office box and 

through e-mail. Only one other candidate received any votes 

by committee members, with all three panelists supporting
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Cliff Muldoon, the lone member of the Southbridge Little League Hall of 

Fameõs Class of 2009, earned his plaque with decades of service.

SOUTHBRIDGE — Wish the baseball season went 

on a little bit longer? Looking for a way to get some 

more playing time in before the snow starts to fly? Sign 

up for Fall Baseball with the Southbridge Little League.

The Fall Baseball season usually runs from Labor Day 

to Columbus Day with games commonly played against 

other towns in Southern Worcester County.

While winning is always fun, Fall Baseball is geared

as more of an instructional league than competitive.

Players from Tee Ball through Senior League

are encouraged to play Fall Baseball.

For more information

on Fall Baseball,

turn to page 4

SOUTHBRIDGE — Is there something you want to see 

continue within the league? Something that should be 

stopped? Have some new ideas about what can be done in 

the league? Now is your chance to really have a say in what 

happens with yourSouthbridge Little League.

The Annual Meeting of the Members — perhaps better 

known as “The Elections” —will be held on Saturday, 

September 12 at 10 a.m. in the community room of the 

Southbridge Police Department on Mechanic Street.

This annual meeting is held for the purpose of receiving 

reports on the little league season gone by, reviewing the 

constitution, electing the members of the next Board of 

Directors, and appointing various committees.

Team managers and coaches, umpires, league officials, 

and parents of Southbridge Little League players are entitled
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to a vote in the election of 

the 2010 Board of Directors.

The Board of Directors 

preside over the needs of the 

league for a term of one 

year. Board members 

volunteer their personal 

time to ensure fields are 

maintained, vendors are 

managed, uniforms are

purchased, communications 

are made, player registration is 

taken care of, rules are 

established and abided by, 

teams are created, managers 

and coaches are selected, and 

sponsorships are secured.

The board formally meets 

once month and, along with 

subcommittees, as needed.

Those interested in helping 

by furthering the objectives of 

Little League are encouraged 

to step up to the plate and take 

on a leadership role.

The kids that play in this 

league, your kids, will have 

their Little League experience 

dictated, in large part, by the 

actions and decisions of the 

Board of Directors. This is 

your opportunity to have a say

in what the next Board of 

Directors will look like, and 

how they will act.

You can even run and get 

on board to help better your 

Southbridge Little League.

For more information on 

the Annual Meeting of the 

Members, contact league 

president Shaun Moriarty by 

e-mail at president@southbrid

gelittleleague.com, or by 

phone at (774) 230-6870.

The Election Process

After a quorum is present, the Annual 

Meeting of the Members can begin. The 

membership — managers, coaches, 

umpires, league officials, and parents or 

legal guardians of Southbridge Little 

League players — begins the election 

process by determining how many 

people will serve on the next Board of 

Directors. Little League International 

requires a minimum of six individuals to 

be elected to the Board of Directors, and 

suggests that “most well-run Little 

Leagues settle on about 15.”

Once the number of seats to be made 

available for the next Board of Directors 

has been decided, nominations are 

opened to the floor. Any member is 

eligible for nomination. Nominations 

will be closed by a vote of the 

membership, leading to the actual 

balloting to determine which candidates 

will be elected to a seat on the Board of 

Directors.

The members in attendance will each 

receive one ballot and will list as few or 

as many names of eligible candidates as 

the voter would like to see elected to the 

Board of Directors. According to Little 

League International, “nominees must 

receive at least 51% of the vote to be 

elected.” As such, those candidates who 

do not get more than half of the votes 

cast would not be elected to the Board of 

Directors, regardless of the number of 

open seats.

Once the ballots have been cast and 

tallied, the new Board of Directors is 

announced. The membership then votes 

to approve the results of the election.

At the conclusion of the Annual 

Meeting of the Members, the incoming 

Board of Directors will vote for and elect 

its officer positions. The officers of the 

board shall include, at a minimum, the 

president, one or more vice presidents, 

treasurer, secretary, one or more player 

agents, and a safety officer. Other board 

officer positions may include a league 

information officer, coaching 

coordinator, equipment manager, head of 

umpires, among other titles.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The 

league’s constitution is a 

breathing, living document that 

can only be altered in 

membership meetings that 

dictates how the league can 

operate, and what power and 

duties the Board of Directors 

and its officers have.

The Board of Directors has 

the power to appoint 

committees and delegate 

powers to those committees as 

it deems appropriate. The 

Board establishes rules and 

procedures for the league 

administration — provided 

such rules do not conflict with 

the constitution or the rules and 

regulations set forth by Little 

League International. Robert’s 

Rules of Orders shall govern 

the proceedings of all Board of 

Directors meetings.

Various officer positions 

have a number of jobs to do. 

The president conducts the 

affairs of the league and 

executes policies set by the 

Board of Directors, and serves 

as the primary contact for the 

league while scheduling and 

presiding over meetings; plus a 

number of other duties.

The vice president performs 

the duties of the president in 

the event the president is 

unable to do so.

The league secretary 

records and distributes the 

minutes of board meeting.

The treasurer receives all 

monies and securities and 

deposits them into the bank 

while maintaining the league’s 

financial records.

The player agent records 

player transactions, conducts 

try-outs and the player draft.

The safety officer develops 

and implements a plan for 

increasing safety through 

education and awareness. The 

safety officer also deals with 

any and all injuries suffered 

during a little league event.

The coaching coordinator 

represents the managers and 

coaches of the league and 

serves as a liaison between the 

board and the coaches.

The league information 

officer essentially serves as the 

league’s press officer by 

collecting information and 

giving it to the newspapers and 

local cable access television 

channel.

visit www.southbridgelittleleague.com for all of the latest news and updates about your league
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Muldoon’s nomination.

The award is one of several the 

96-year-old  has received over the 

years. He has a small room in his 

Charlton Street home littered with 

plaques, trophies, newspaper 

clippings, a baseball signed by 

countless former players — some of 

whom have since gone on to coach in 

the league, proudly following in 

Muldoon’s footsteps.

He once was a winner of the 

Gatorade Coach of the Year Award, 

and has been recognized for his years 

of service to the Southbridge Little 

League before.

More than 30 years ago, when 

Muldoon hit the milestone of 20 years 

of service to the league, he was 

honored with a night at the ball park,

surrounded by league officials, fellow 

coaches, and, most important, a 

number of those who had, at one time 

or another, suited up for Coach  Cliff 

Muldoon.

Muldoon joins the late Ray LeBel

as the only two members of the 

Southbridge Little League Hall of 

Fame. LeBel was the lone member 

inducted in last year’s inaugural class, 

just a few months after his passing.

Muldoon and LeBel knew each 

other well. LeBel often called 

Muldoon “Whitey Ford,” after the 

long-time New York Yankees pitcher. 

Ford was inducted into the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame in 1974, the 

same year Muldoon began his 20th

season as a little league skipper right 

here in Southbridge.

Congratulations to Cliff Muldoon 

and the entire Muldoon family.

The following is a 

reprinting of a June 21, 1974 

article in the Southbridge 

Evening News. Written by 

Stephen Jones, then sports 

editor for the News, and now 

holds a much grander position 

with the Buffalo News in 

Buffalo, New York.

He looks a bit like Walter 

O’Malley without glasses, 

Walter Alston with a long-term 

contract and Danny Murtaugh

without the rocking chair.

He’s Muggsey McGraw, 

Birdie Tebbets and Charlie 

Dressen. If he hadn’t come to 

Southbridge a long time ago to 

work at the optical plant, you’d 

swear Cliff Muldoon was a 

New York cop, walking a beat 

with little kids tagging along as 

he swings his night stick in 

wide arcs. O’Malley and 

Murtaugh and Tebbets and 

Dressen could have been city 

cops, too, because city cops of 

that variety are always looking 

for kids ready to play a game 

of catch, or to sneak into the 

Polo Grounds to watch the 

Giants and the Dodgers and 

Jackie Robinson and Willie 

Mays. And you know Cliff 

Muldoon must have spent a lot 

of time as a kid peaking 

through knot holes.

Muldoon is going to be 

honored tomorrow night by the 

Southbridge Little League and 

the Southbridge Softball 

Association and that’s kind of 

strange, too, because those two 

groups haven’t exactly been 

getting along the last few 

years. Each has sort of looked 

upon each other with jaundiced 

eye; it’s not easy living next 

door to a powerful 

organization and the fences 

aren’t high enough to keep you 

from stealing a glance once in 

awhile.

But the reason those fences 

aren’t high enough to keep you 

out or in is that guys like Cliff 

Muldoon are around and when 

you’ve been coaching 20 years 

some of your boys are bound 

to make their mark. And they 

play softball, too, and they 

know Cliff Muldoon is one 

reason they’re still shagging 

flies and running out grounders 

and playing the game the way 

it was meant to be played.

That’s why tomorrow night, 

when they truck out the card 

table with the plaques and 

certificates of appreciation and 

the letters from the 

government, Cliff Muldoon 

will stride out to the pitcher’s 

mound and all his ex-players 

will come out and shake his 

hand and maybe there will be a 

couple of choked-up moments. 

Because men like Cliff 

Muldoon appreciate the 

trophies and letters and that 

stuff but they really remember 

the kids that came back to say 

hello and maybe ask him about 

Alice and young Cliff.

And a lot of them will be 

there, too, because they 

remember Cliff Muldoon when 

he taught them to play a 

ground ball the right way and 

because they’ll remember how 

after they might have struck 

out with the bases loaded he 

always gave them a pat on the 

rump and waited until you had 

a chance to cuss yourself out 

before telling you it was all 

right, that next time you’ll get 

a piece of it.

A lot of work and thought 

has gone into Cliff Muldoon 

Night and that’s good because 

he deserves every bit of it. But 

if they’re still looking for a 

yardstick to gauge Cliff 

Muldoon’s worth all they have 

to do is measure the people 

that will be there with him, 

people that played for him 

when they were in their 

formative years. Men like Jeff 

Theodoss, Mike Cournoyer, 

the Power brothers, the 

LeBlancs, Blanchets, Earls, 

Brousseaus, Caouettes and …
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the rest of them.

Some of them will be out of 

shape and just making a living 

like the rest of us, some will be 

still in school, only a year or so 

away from his teachings. Some 

will have long hair and beards.

But all of them will have a 

little of Cliff Muldoon in them.

And that’s why the awards 

and stuff will be nice and 

appreciated but Cliff 

Muldoon’s going to remember 

all those kids and seeing them 

10, 15, or even 20 years after 

he first taught them the hit and 

run is what’s really going to 

turn him on.

He’s going to feel like Pat 

O’Brien again, twirling that 

night stick and standing in the 

shadows of the Polo Grounds.

Muldoon guest list

SOUTHBRIDGE —

Former players of Cliff 

Muldoon that are expected to 

be on hand tomorrow night for 

his honoring by the 

Southbridge Little League and 

Southbridge Softball 

Association include Jim and 

Jack Earls, Tom and Bill 

Brousseau, Louis, Mike and 

Joe Blanchet, Mike Splaine, 

Steve Szydlik, Marc Costanzi, 

Bob Caprera, Neil Peterson, 

Dennis Wright, Jim, Marty and 

Jack Power, Mark and Jeff 

Chasse, Mark Berthiaume, 

Mike Cournoyer, Carl 

Domijan, Dick Broughton, 

Rich McGrath, John Gray, 

Gary Dmytryk, Ron Cooper, 

Jeff Theodoss, Charlie Gaulin, 

Don and Bill Para, Mike 

Libuda, Dick Poirier, Ken and 

Mark LeBlanc, Jeff and Rick 

Earls, George Knight, Barry 

Iozzo, Doug Lazo, Marc 

Kupiec, Marc Caouette, Jamie 

Jalbert, Stewart Curboy, Greg 

Szumilas, Don Dashnaw, Bob 

Renaud, Rich Huhges, Pete 

Hoyt, Ed Paradis, Brian Leduc, 

Steve Borghesi, Joe Petrelli, 

Ted Nikolla, Ernie Sanelli, 

Paul Vincellette and Glen 

Goudreau.

The evening will start with 

a game between the National 

and American little league all-

star teams at 6:30 and end with 

a game between league 

coaches of Little and Lassie 

Leagues at 8:15. In between 

games Muldoon will be 

honored by a host of officials.

The festivities will be held 

at Henry Street Field.
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Quinn Paul begins his delivery as Tyler Stoevermans third base during 

a Connie Mack Tournament game in Sturbridge last month.

SOUTHBRIDGE — When Cameron Allard took the mound 

for the Southbridge Little League Major division’s Latour & 

Sons Mets team at the end of the season, he had a big smile on 

his face after every pitch. Regardless of whether it was a ball 

or a strike, a hit or an out, he had a smile.

Similar words can be said of the late Jordan Blair, a 

Southbridge boy and Southbridge Little Leaguer who passed 

away November 3, 2005, at the age of 7-1/2. Jordan, too, was 

always smiling on the field.

The similarities certainly don’t stop there, and Cameron has 

been honored as the recipient of the Southbridge Little 

League’s fourth annual Jordan Blair Award. As part of his 

prize, Cameron, 11-years-old, will be given a scholarship to 

cover the costs of his player registration fee for the 2010 

season, and will be offered a role in Opening Day festivities.

Congratulations to Cameron Allard.

SOUTHBRIDGE — Forget basketball, 

soccer, or football, if baseball is your 

game, then there is nothing better to do 

this time of year than to play Fall Baseball 

with the Southbridge Little League.

The popular fall league is offered for 

every age group, assuming enough 

players sign up in a particular group to 

field a team. There are already enough 

kids for two AAA teams and two Major 

division teams for this year’s fall season. 

We hope to have enough kids who played 

Tee Ball or coach pitch this past spring 

and summer to register for fall baseball as 

well. Those players will play either 

coach-pitch baseball or, depending on 

their age, may be able to play with the 

AAA team and start learning to pitch.

Fall Baseball is a loose atmosphere 

geared more towards instruction and 

building strong fundamentals to build 

from rather than worrying about the score 

or wins and losses.

Fall Baseball has been a great 

experience for many, so don’t miss out 

before you put your bat and glove away 

for the winter.

For more information on Fall Baseball, 

contact Ted Hilli at (508) 765-1639 or 

tedhilli@hotmail.com, Edwin DeLeon at 

edeleonedl@gmail.com, or Shaun 

Moriarty at president@southbridgelittle

league.com or (774) 230-6870.


